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I.,irae a.rnd. Lrrre Ed.itors: Connie Austin,
Ule James, Claire Redell

Send or call in news items, by the first week of the month
to: U1e James, l-905 Alton Drive, Champaign IL, 61,82L

(2L7-352-7L36)

one-year subscription to the Line and Lure wiII be $fo.oo
(Free newsletter to each member club). The racing secretary
for each club wiII get the club copy so please circulate it
to be fair. Each club gets its own newsletter but if you as
an individual want a copy please send subscription reguests
with form located in the newsletter to UIe James: See
address above. Please make checks out to UIe Jannes.

Newsletter wiII be published monthly from May to October and
every other rnonth from November to April. We witl try to
have the newsletter out mid-month depending on when we get
race results.

Newsletter classified advertising and Boasts and Brags:
*:t48 words $ 2.00
each additional 12 words $ .50

Space permitting fuIl page
half page

$10.00
5. 00

Classified advertising and Boasts and Brags will be run when
space is available. P1ease make checks out to UIe James.

The CWA and the Line and Lure take no responsibility for
statements or ctaims made in.the advertisements that appear
in this publication.



David Henry
Kattry Lukitsch
Douglas Arthur
IouAnn Aluquist
l,lary Beth Arfhur
Rob Corner
llary Huff
Claire RedeII

May 9-LO
l{ay 23
Nlay 24
June L3-l-4
JuIy 4-5

CIIA Board of Directors

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Registrar
Director
Director
Director

************************************************************
The editor had made a mistake on the calculation of NARX points so a new
race sunmary sheet is included to reflect the changes.

Send in your Boasts and Brags so we can find out what everyone is up to in
the coming months! I can,t believe no-one has anything to brag about! I've
heard rumors that there are puppies in Minnesota but maybe these are just
wild rumors.
***************************************************************************
L992 CWA Schedule of Events

C-U Racing CIub,
Dairyland Whippet CIub
Badgerland Whippet Club

Danville, TL
Arthur's Acres.
Arthur's Acres,

WI
wr

Fort Hamilton Whippet Association Joyce Park, OH

Gopher State Whippet Racing Group Arthur's Acres, WI
Aug 8-9 Fort Hamitton whippet Association Joyce'Park, oH
Sep 5 Badgerland Wh:.ppet CIub Arthur's Acres, HI
Sep 6 Dairyland Whippet CIub Arthur's Acres, WI
Sep 19120 Fort Hamilton Whippet Association Joyce Park, OH
***************************************************************************
History of Whippet Racing in the United States
By Mary Beth Arthur (Note I added one paragraph on the 1980's and L990's to
bring the article up to date)

Fror its early professional years to its rodern day anateur status, Iibippet racing in ttris country has played an

irprtant role in tXe sruvival of tie lffippet as a true sporting houttd.

Ite first l{hippets arrived in tie United States approximtely sixty years ago. A fer carc rittr iniEants fror
norttrern lreland, but tXe mjority rere ilprted frol England at high prices by realtiy sprtslen interested in professional

t{hippet racing corpetition.
In tIL 192-0,s, Thippet racing vas scattered tbroughout tie U.S., riti rajor activity in Baltirore, Philadelphia,

Boston, [ong Island, Connecticut, and ttec Jersey in tXe east, 0hio in tXe ltiduest and southern California on tJle cest coast.

Ihippet racing included purses for tie participants and betting by ttre spectators.
Shippet tracks in ttre 1920,s featnred trragrr racing, wing tracks of 200 yards, rittr an allocance of 20-30 yards for

stopping tie dogs at ttre finish. The track ras divided into four or six lanes, tbree to four feet ride and separated by a

heavy clotX tape or rope helrt up by pqp. Each llhippet rould stay in its orn lane or be disgualified. Itto people rere.

reguired to ,rig, race a llhippet. Ihe person holding tXe dog at tie start ras callerl ttre slipper. hen a pistol ras fired,
tle slipper roulrt release tXadog, or pitctr tXe dog in stride. Before the race rould begin, the catcher of tXe l{bippet at
ttre end-of ttre track rould nm dom tii track past ttre finish line, staying in his dog's lane, calling tbe dog and raving a

cloth or rag to attract tie Hhippet,s attention. Ihe catcher uould stay a rininrn of 30 feet past tXe finish line so as not

to interfere cittr tie placelents.
iltXoEh reigt cas not a proven factor in speed, tlhippet racing in tie 1920's ras handicapped by reight, uiti

advantages going to ttre lighter t{hippet at tie start of tle race.-tn 
tie late 1920,s, a permnent tlhippt track ras constructe<l at Brooklandville, ltaryland, and tie llarylanrl llhippet

CIgb ras aeated to adlinister professional llhippet racing at ttris location. tlhen tie stock rarket srasbed in 1929, t{hippet
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racing activity in tie U.S. snbsirled, except for tie pernanent track at Brooktandville, rhere it continued to flourisb
tlrough tle post-Depression era. ln iryortant change ocsurred during tXis period. People living in tJre Baltinore vicinity
began purchasing l{hippets to race at Brooklandville. Ihis changed tXe omership approach fron track-controlled race ffhippets
to orner-controlled race lihippets

In ttre early 1930's, I{hippet racing continued to tirive in llaryland and a second track cas built at Chesapeake

Beach. In spite of tie Depression tiere rere tro profitable tracK in operation in l{arylantt. During tiis period aII llhippet
racing ras held at night under flood lights. Ihe average reight of l{hippets racing at Brooklandvilte and Chesapeake Beach

uas less than 20 punds.
Tro irportant changes uere nade in t{hippet racing in tie I930's. First, tJre systen of handicapping Hhippets by

ueight vas dropped. I{hippets sere nou handicapped based on actual ability. Secondly, starting boxes replaced hand-slipping
at tie start of tie race. Each starting box ras placed in its lane based on yards advantage detenined by tXe track
handicapper.

Tle 1930's and 1940's sau additional refinerents in professional flhippt racing. trRagn racing becare obsolete once

circ,rrlar track racing uas introduced, ritJr a hand-uind lure or an electric lrue propelling a stuffed rabbit on an am. AIso,
nodern day Greyhound-type starting boxes rere introduced. Eoyever, a decline of professional tihippet racing in ttre U.S.

acconpanied llorld l{ar II and by 1947 had all but rtied. Betting ras an intricate part of l{hippet racing in tXe 1920's, 1930's
and 1940's and citiout it, and associated purse mney, racing guickly ceased. By 1.950, Baltimre, llaryland, once tie center
of lftippet racing in tie U.S., vas virtually citlout a llhippet poputation.

It cas not until 1957 tXat fhippet racing ras revived. IXe inprtant difference cas it nor becare strictly an

arateur sprt wit.h no betting or purses involved. Ihe only nprizesrrrere recognition, trophies, pints or siuply tie
satisfaction of larowing your dog still retains tie basic instinct for rhich it cis originally bred.

In 1957, tle llorthern California t{hippet Racing Nsociation and tlre Central States lacing Association of Illinois
rere forred to organize amteur l{hippet racing. Tbese tro srall Eoups conbined forces in Chicago in 1958 to conduct lfrippet
racing as a spectator attraction at ttre International Anphitleater in conjunction nitJr tie Chicago International all-breed
dog shor. One of the organiaers of tiis nrebirthri of Hhippet racing cas tie late Louis Pegrar, rho had been active in
Hhippet racing in t{aryland drting tie 1930's and 1940's. louis uas instnrnental in convincing tXe Anerican llhippet CIub to
sponsor tlhippet racing as an amteu sprt and a breed iryroverent prograr. In tie 1960's he authored the AK's 0fficial
lules and Regulations for Hational fhippet fiacing and in 1967 introduced tXe Arard of Racing Xerit (ffifi) progar to honor tie
top race mippets in tlre U.S. and Canada. Ort of tiousands of tihippets corpeting only 235 Ihippets earned an ARI{ Certificate
betreen 1967 and 1987. 0f tlis nunber 27 vere also N(C or CKC bench chanpions.

IXe race rules rere strengtiened and iryroved over tie years and in tie 1970's ttre ll(C breed standard and II(C shor
disgualifications rere incorporated, barring fron llPR corpetition a dog possessing a breed 0r AI(c disgualification. Ihe
purpose was to mintain and preserve ttre AK's race activity as a breed inprovercnt and dual-purpse prograr.

In 1987, there were over 50 approved llational Point Race (l{PR) rcets, averaging 40 adult starters. A six doq

starting box is still rsed and each llhippet runs ttre 200 yard course four tires pr reet; dogs acctnrlating ttre mst pints
are ararded trophies, ribbons, AXtl pints and trnationaltr pints for yearly recognition. lace rcets are held in a dozen

different states, rittr California, Ohio, Xer Jersey, and Texas being tie mst active. Race ueets are held during daylight
hours on reekenils. Ibe average reight of today's Anerican race lihippet exceeds 30 punds. llhippets are divided into Eades,
A, B, C, and D based on the average point score of ttre tXree previous race rcets tie dog corpeted in.

In tXe early 1980's oval track l{hippet racing evolved in California. I{on-penanent circular tracks sitb distances of
up to 385 yards are wed. 0ver 30 oval rcets annually are nonally held the saue ueekend as Al{C llPR's. Ihe MC breed

standard and AI(C sbor disgualifications are not enforced at oval reets.
In ttre late 1980's and early 1990's tro ner racing clubs rere forued. Tbe llorttr trcrican lihippet lacing Association

(I{AI{RA) in California, and the Continental Thippet Alliance (CTA) started in the tlidrest. BotX clubs rere foned to prorote
pnrebred lihippet racing. Boti clubs have strister guidelines as to tie llhippets rhich can corpete and require individuals to
obtain rEistration nubers for racing t{hippets. REistration nurbers are obtained after tlre pdiEee of eacb Ihippet is
approved by a comittee. Anyone participating in ttre prograr mst aEee to subnit ttreir tihippets for DIA testing if the
Boarrl decides this is necessary before a rEistration nunber can be Eanted. Ihe CI{A also boIG a confonation coryetition
at tXe end of each race rcet for tie top race finishers in each Eade. In tie CYA l{hippets rust reet all breed standard and

t[C sbor disgualifications except tiat spay/neuter dogs ray participate.
Iltnough difficult to achieve, tie ultinate goal of rany breeders is to produce a dual-prrpose }lhippet charpion, one

ttrat can excel in ttre shor ring, as reII as on tXe race track. there have been faster Thippets over tie years but feu can

mtch ttre dual-purpse acbieverents of Ch. PeEan's Red fiagon in tie 1940's, Ch. Ilbipoo's llhirsey, C.D. in t]e 1950's, Ch.

Byleland Cinnamn Roll in the 1960's, Ch. Pinetop's @ning ltnight in ttre 1970's and Ch, llarial's Padneyhill llltsion, C.D.,
lRl{ in tie 1980's.
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Throughout its 50 year history, Iihippet racing in ttris country bas played an inprtant role in tbe preservation of
tbe breed's sporting instincts and breed character. Ihe existence of l{hippet racing has proved beneficial to the breed in
the past and hopefully riII help foster future generations of fit, versatile individuals.

***************************************************************************
Confonation vinners at 0ctober 4 and 5 rcet, Ihe photos just don't sbor tie blue fingers, ears and paG. Oct 4, Gene Jacobs

rith tst to 4ttr place left to right, GaiI and leppeiiline, itaire ritlr Firerater, LouAnn ritX Brandeis, and Doug riti
Saltrater.

W

*.lC3"*.'

.q-.--i
ii*s
r.i;ii

Oct 5, Connie Brunkon riti Lst ttrrough 4ti left to right, Janes cittr tirenater, IouAnn riti Brandeis, UIe riti hinceton and

Cheryl ritlt Coccinelle.
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Cvi7A. Flrrl- es Clra.rr€res: Ballot Results

Douglas Arthur submitted the rule changes. Please add them to your rules.
The following changes to the CWA constitution and by-laws hlere voted on by
the following CWA board members (Mary Beth Arthur, Doug Arthur, Claire
Rede1l, Kathy Lukitsch, LouAnn Ahnquist, Mary Huff, David Henry, Connie
Austin, UIe James):

1-. Chapter rI Eligibility, A.3 RULES, also CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS,
Article IV Committees, SectioD I, Registration Committee ADD---To be
eligible for CWA registration a Whippet with a U.K. imported sire or dam
must meet one of the following:

l-. U.K. sire or dam must be a show champion in any countryr ot
2. U.K. sire or dam must have a champion sire or dam, or
3. U.K. sire or dam must have a passport from the official pedigree

racing association
If the dog is ineligible because of the above, you have the right to
appeal.

PASSED 8-yes 1-no

2. Chapter rf, Eligibility, A.5, RULES, also CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS,
Article IV Committees, Sectiotr I, Registration Committee

ADD---AKC disqualifications are enforced (two normal testicles, blindness
and deafness)' 

PAssED g - yes 1 - no

3. Have wording the same in both RULES Chapter II Eligibility, and
CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS, Article IV Committees, SectioD I, Registration
Committee.

PASSED9-yes O-no

4. Chapter V, E, Box Operator

Add to sentence #Z-- However, where a Whi is known to be troublesome at
entering the box if left in too long, the
Box Operator may require it to

PASSED 9 - yes
be

o
put in first
-no

or tast, resrcectivelv.

5. Chapter XV Titles--Award of

Revision-- To earn the CWA Award
L5 ARx Points 

PAssED 6 - yes

Racing Excellence

of Racing Excellence, a ltlhippet rnust earn

3-no

6. Chapter XIV, Conformation Competition, C. Conformation Judge

DETETE last two sentences: Whippets owned by the selected judge may not
compete in conformation competition that day. A judge may not judge a
Whippet he/she is the breeder of, has previously owned, currently owns, or
co-owns,

ADD--- At their discretion, conformation judges nay judge their own dogs.

T 
7 - Yes 

-1, ;;;r l(s)pase 5



7. Chapter XV, T tles, D. Dual Purpose Champ on (DPc)

ADD---DuaI Purpose Champions and AKC/CKC champions may compete in CWA

conformation competitions and may win Lst through 4th place, however,
credit tosard the DPC 1st place requirement vill go to ttre next highest
placing non-DPC/AKC/CKC champion lltrippet.

PASSED 8-yes 1-no

8. Chapter X Scratches

ADD--- any Whippet that appears lame, injured or i11.

PASSED 9-yes O-no

9. Chapter VI, Format of Race Meet

AI)D Sub puppy races:
L. For 5 to 8 month old dogs

a. Run by themselves
b. No muzzles or blankets
c. 50 yards
d. 2 times per day

Purpose: To allow individuals with younger puppies to participhte in race
meets, allow the puppies to run at various locations, and increase the
number of entries at race meets. No titles would bd awarded for this.

FAITED 3-yes 6-no

L0. Chapter XV Titles

ADD--- Superior Racing Award (SRA) 75 total NARX points accumulated over
years. tlational Award of Racing Excellence (NARX) points are cumulative
and are calculated by applying the standard ARX point scale to the top
finishers at CWA race meets.

PA^SSED 7.-yes 2-lno

lL. Chapter

Revision B.

VI Format

Puppy races.

PASSED 6

of Race Meet

Puppies will compete in 3 programs
(rather than 4).

-yes 3-no
L2. Chapter VII Barred from Racing

ADD -- 7. Whippets under the influence of any drug prescribed by a
veterinarian for lameness.

PASSED 8-yes 1-no
***************************************************************************
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Tracking Tails
Mighty Mite has a new interest in life. He has dived into tracking.

with a vengeance, and with tracking the article at the end of the track is
always a giove of one sort or another. So you always want to praise and
rewaid your dog when he is in contact with a gIove. Uighty Mite figured
the advlntages of this out very quickly. When we arrive home in the
evenings witn our winter coats and throw them on the couch, h€ waits tiII
we leave the room, then he searches our pockets for gloves, ff he finds
them he lulls them out one at a tine and lays down next to them, or brings
them to us for his reward. If there are none in the pogkets, h€ moves to
the closet and searches there. For Christmas I had asked for gloves and
happened to get three pairs so he's decided opening presents is a good idea
as wel}. Werve taken to hiding gloves in high places because anln*here else
and his littIe snoz finds them. He is a glove fanatic. With the next
stage of tracking the tracklayer leaves several articles of any sort
(combs, pens, keys, credit cards etc. ) along the track so I can tell hre're
going to have to order extra supplies of dog treats.

UIe is my main tracklayer and lately we have been working on
obstacles, well UIe gets inlo this with great enjoyment. He delights in
making the track go down sharp ravines, across creeks, through briar
patches etc. and when Mighty Mite and I are running the track, and. he is
following behind he,11 starL chuckting evilly and I'11 know something
horrible is coming up. He,lI then start telling me to hurry up because
I{ighty Mite is leaving me behind, as I struggle down the briar infested
ravine. I haven,t yet figured out my revenge, but I wilM As you can
te1l tracking is a 1ot of fun so find a partner and a dog of course and get
out there. If one dog doesn,t work try another, Charlie has decided rabbit
flushing is much more exciting then tracking so we went to Mighty Mite who
is young and naive, and hasn'L figured out that his only purpose in }ife
sfrouta be RABBITS, so I,m hoping he won't figure that out anytime soon.
Connie Austin
****i******************************************t*i***********ii************
Boasts and Brags

Connie and Ule are exuberantly ecstatic that Charlie finally qualified
for a leg on his CDX on Oct 20. U1e had passed the reins of Charlie's CDX
over to me as he had had as much fun as he could stand. The judge was
definitely rooting for Charlie, ds she kept telling me after almost every
exercise tnat he hadn,t failed yet (that gives you an idea of the quality
of his performance). He got an itch on the heel, and UIe said he heeled
very niiely on three legs. ne had a delayed response for everything, and
the judge said, maybe you should say rtEarth to Char1ie, Earth to Charliett
before you give him a command. I think he was seeing how much my nerves
could stand by waiting so long before doing every exercise. But aII a dog
needs is a L7O, and we did gei a little over that! He got a Burger King
hamburger for that performance, I can see I'tI have to raise the rrstakesrr
for the next performance, as this one was much too nerve racking.

Charlie and Mighty Mite both received JC titles after an AKC lure
coursing event in ttifwiukee in Nov. Uighty Mite obtained a TD title on Dec
L along with a bloodhound, ED Akita and a sheltie (50? of the passers hrere
hounds! ).
. What about all those other whippets, beagles, and Corgis, some of them
must be accomplishing something or at least acting amusing I hope!!??!?
Submit your wonderful or almost wonderful happenings so UIe and I don't
remain Lhe only newsletter hogs here. A newsletter is only as good as its
input (Don't you feel guilty now??! ! )
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Line a.lld. I-r-ire
Connie Austin & Ule James
1905 A1ton Drive
Champaign, Illinois 61,823.

=---

Mary Huff
62r. Wayzata Blvd
Wayzata, MN 55391
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